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A Copy of a LETTER from Robert Williamson , Esq. to James 
Carry, Esq. Secretary to the Trustees of the Linen and Iiempcn 
Manufactures of Ireland -, — dated the 29th of October 1814. 



SIR, Lambeg House, 29 October 1814. 

I BEG leave to return you my thanks for the favour of your letter of the 
15th October, and the documents enclosed. The subject of the Repeal of the 
Transit Duty on Foreign Linens in Bond had previously engaged my attention, and 
the obliging communication from the Linen Office occasions this reply. 

As long as the Ports in the North of Europe remained hostile and shut, by the 
influence of the French Government, as well as by the retaliatory measures of our 
own, it was evidently for the advantage of the Revenue, and of the Irish and British 
Linen Trade, that the Transit Duty on Foreign Linens should be continued. When 
a premature effort was made for a repeal of that Duty, by certain Exporting Mer- 
chants in London and Glasgow, the measure of repeal had our warm opposition 
here, and I was appointed, with a few others, to frame a Memorial to the Board of 
Trade on the subject. The prayer of that Memorial, strengthened as it was by 
opinions of weight and consequence on the other side of the water, was immediately 
attended to, and the Duty remained unrepealed. Now, however, that the state of 
things is so entirely changed, and that the German Ports are open, the Transit 
Duty would, in my mind, no longer avail or obstruct, in the smallest degree, 
the direct Export of Foreign Linens to those markets on the Spanish Main, or 
other places, where they may be in most demand. It is to be considered as an 
advantage lo the Irish Trade, that their passing through Great Britain would 
subject Foreign Linens to a charge of nearly 5 per cent. ; and this charge would 
generally be incurred, in order that the British Merchant might be enabled to 
assort his cargo. This consideration, strengthened as it was early by a personal 
communication on the spot with some of the most respectable Manufacturers in 
Scotland, has still further weight from the failure in demand (as appears by the last 
Jamaica price-current) for Irish Linens made up in imitation of Foreign. It is 
gratifying to reflect, that these Imitation Goods form a very insignificant portion of 
the great Manufacture of this Country. The export of them too, without a national 
Stamp, was always illegal, and opened a door to fraud and imposition, both as to 
quality of Manufacture and Bleach. Personal responsibility being removed, little 
attention was paid to character, and the Linens were still known to be Irish. It may 
he fairly doubted, that during the late singular political and commercial conjuncture, 
the profit gained by a few, on those low-priced Linens, enhanced the value of that 
particular article, and so far injured its sale in the home market, where at one time 
Calicoes were likely to become a substitute. It is a fact of some importance, that at 
the moment when Foreign competition commences, and notwithstanding that great 
interruption to our trade, the American War, the demand for coarse Irish Linen is 
steady and considerable. 

From the reasons I have taken the liberty of adducing, I declined attending the 
Meeting of the County of Antrim on this business ; and 1 confess I was surprised to 
see, on that occasion, such strong statements, on what appeared to me such slender 
and untenable grounds. A Memorial has since been presented to the Linen Board, 
equally differing from my view of the question ; and I have the pleasure of reflecting 
that no such apprehensions of alarm are generally entertained here, as are expressed, 
and no doubt iclt, by those Memorialists. On the contrary, though the German 
Ports do remain open and accessible, while we are wisely protected in the home 
markets by a duty of 30 per cent, on Foreign Linens, and that their importation is 
entirely prohibited in our Colonies, a reasonable hope and. expectation may be 
entertained of the stability and general prosperity of the Irish Linen Trade, protected 
as it is by the justice of England, and the regular enforcement of its own laws, under 
the wholesome responsibility of its own seal and character. 

I am, Sir, your obedient humble Servant, 

ROBERT WILLIAMSON. 
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